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THE ROVER

Come put off this dull 
Humour with your 
Clothes,  
and assume one as gay,  
and as fantastick

“

”
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A story of love, rebellion, and 
self-determination.
From England’s first professional 
female playwright.

For the past two summers, Torn Out Theater has turned heads and made 

headlines with their productions featuring full non-sexual nudity in public spaces. 

This summer, we continue the tradition, examining how the perception of nudity 

changes with gender.

When your whole life is planned out and 
everyone tells you who to be, it’s hard to be 
your true self.

But in a world of libertines and pirates, lovers 
and players, masks and music, you can defy 
expectations and make your life your own.

We need your help to 
make it happen.

Read on to check out our story, who we are, and how you can help.
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In 2016, Torn Out Theater brought an all-female cast to New York’s parks to perform  
Shakespeare’s Tempest, a story of transformation and freedom. The play was performed 
mostly nude, showing that naked bodies are natural and normal. It started conversations 
around the globe about how women’s bodies are viewed in our world, as debate broke out 
throughout the news and social media. It showed us the impact our work could have.

In 2017, we performed Shakespeare’s Hamlet in those same parks, again with mostly naked 
actors, but this time with an all-male cast. The performance confronted our fears and 
hang-ups about male nudity; it showed that men’s bodies are not disgusting or violent, and 
should not be kept hidden out of shame.

Our first performances explored the beauty and vulnerability of one gender at a time.

But our world is bigger than that, our genders are more complicated, and beauty looks 
like anything we can dream of.

The Rover is a story of men and women 
set loose in the world of Carnival. The 
rest of the year, their lives are dictated by 
their class, their gender, and their job, but 
during Carnival, all bets are off. Two sisters 
escape into the festival to pursue their 
passions; one fights for the right to marry 
her true love, the other for the freedom 
to make her own mistakes. They risk their 
hearts, their futures, and their safety to 
win the life they’ve dreamed of.

Torn Out’s Rover is a Carnival of human 
bodies: free, beautiful, and strange in 
the open air.  Written by England’s first 
professional female playwright, the play 
gives women a voice they rarely had in 
17th-century theater, skewers the games 
men and women play with each other, and 
shows us how easily we can lose control 
of our desires.

This summer, join the Carnival. Join The 
Rover.

WHY THE ROVER? WHY NOW?



PRESS

“All of the nudity and unused costumes 
are startling and striking for only about 10 
minutes.

“And then the show does what good 
theater always does, it makes you forget.”

For full articles and more press, please visit www.tornouttheater.org/press.

“The production is an ideal viewing 
for students of Shakespeare as well 
as enthusiasts of heightened text. The 
company should be lauded for their strong 
use of language and clarity.”

"...an artful mix of nudity, nature, freedom 
and artistic expression..."

FOR TORN OUT THEATER’S  
TEMPEST & HAMLET

“There’s an unsettlingly small amount of 
dick in pop culture. … Even in male-female 
sex scenes, it’s extremely rare to catch a 
glimpse of the male sex organ. Boobies, 
boobies everywhere, but not a penis in 
sight. … But one theater group in New 
York City is trying to level the status quo 
when it comes to which private parts are 
allowed to be seen in an entertainment 
setting. … [Strait] was inspired to give the 
people what they said they didn’t want: An 
all-male, mostly nude performance  
of Hamlet.”



Our work isn’t just for theater people.

Body image affects everyone, and so that’s 
who our Rover is for: everyone.

WHY DONATE?

We have a rare opportunity that most young theater companies don’t: the 
chance to make a meaningful impact on the way people see the human body, 
naked or clothed. 

We want to get people talking in new ways about social and religious dress 
codes, sexual assault, gender legislation, and many more aspects of society. 
With your support, we can grow and thrive long enough to keep raising our 
voices and changing minds with our work.

Powerful stories can change the world, and Torn Out Theater wants to tell 
stories that are captivating, beautiful, and real. To do that, we need the right 
people and the right resources. Your donation can help us make it all happen.
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Here’s how your donation can help us bring 
this incredible event to life.

Performers: $4950
Designers: $1250
Production staff: $925
Costumes: $900 
Props: $400
Set: $200 
Audition & rehearsal space: $1500 
Marketing: $150 
Program printing: $500 
Park permits: $200 
Insurance: $1000
Other miscellaneous expenses: $2100

The Rover will cost  
roughly $14,075.

Torn Out Theater is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Your donation is tax-deductible.
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You can easily donate at our website:  
www.tornouttheater.org/donate

Or, you can mail a check to:

Torn Out Theater, Inc.
195 15th St. Apt. B2
Brooklyn, NY 11215

We are incredibly grateful for your support.

HOW TO DONATE
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As a token of our appreciation, donors giving 
$500 or more will receive guaranteed, 
comfortable seating at our performances, along 
with a selection of cool drinks — perfect for a 
summer’s day.

Additionally, donors giving $1000 or more will 
be invited to an exclusive meet-and-greet with 
the cast and director, a chance to get a behind-
the-scenes glimpse at the making of The Rover.

DONOR LEVELS

Hamlet rehearsal, 2017
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ABOUT US

Pitr Strait
Artistic Director, Co-Founder

New School-trained theater 
nerd, Pitr explores the classics in 
innovative and unexpected ways. 
The Guardian praised his Tempest 
as “seamlessly [creating] the effect 
that the audience too is careening 
around an island.” He co-hosts The 
Film Reroll, an improvised podcast 
reimagining classic movies.

www.pitrstrait.com

Alice Mottola
Co-Founder

Director. Actor. Software engineer. 
Her obsession with detail and taste 
for the gothic bring a provocative 
and otherworldly air to her work.
www.alicemottola.com

Diana Levy
Managing Director

Diana is the secret weapon 
that makes Torn Out work, the 
responsible mastermind every 
creative group needs to keep 
the lights on. Her experience as 
producer, manager, and performer 
gives her a keen eye on the big 
picture, keeping artistry and 
administration in perfect harmony.

Andrew Repasky McElhinney
Producing Artistic Associate

Theater & film director based in 
Philadelphia. His work is in the 
permanent collection at MoMA.

ARMcinema25.com
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For more information, visit tornouttheater.org.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
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